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"Highwood-based 
group welcomes:_~ .. , 
'new. commander .. 
.. BY Meg Murp~y 
. TR!Bl.JNE STAFF \\'.RITER' " : 

.·At ll a.m. Sunday, right on. sched~e~' , 
the ch~nge-Of-command·Ceremony''began, .. 
for the men and women of Marine Air 

· CoIJ,trol Grqup '48 at the .Great Lakes 
-~Naval Training .Center .. · · · .' '· · ' . 

:What wasn~t scheduled· was a fierce, 
io'mirnite downpour that started' at vir
tu.ally'. the . sam~ time an,d 'left. the 
rougQ!.y _200 Marines . soa:\rnd tO the skip, 
yet still standing at attention, on the 
parade ~ow~ds o(Ross Field. · · · · · 

· A band made up. of Marin~s brought 
1 

• in .from -the Marine' Corps Recruit · 
Depot, Parri_s Island.;. s.c., for the occa- · 
sion had. to compete. with thunder as 

• 1 · · 1 they. played martial 'music that has been · 
! · 1 

· a tradition at such everits 'for · geilera-
tfons. · " . 
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Marine Corps , 
.·.battles··weather ··· 
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' . None of the activ~ duty and reserve l : . t .• 

~ . ' 

· troops who pa~se9 in review of the otlic- .. 
ers, batted an eyelash during the sum
mer storm, which dissipated as quickly . 
as it arrived. . . 

Just' another day at' the office, when 
·you're a part of the corps. · · 
. Some .. of thoSe that' carried cereinonlaL .C' 

I swords, also a bow to tradition, jokingly 
· . · described the elaborate:weapons oflong · 

\; -· - · · - -agQ ~s potential lightning' rods. : · ·: : -. · -
/ ·· · -.. Tradition, a~. upheld bY. ·the rhythmic 

m.arches and crisp- salutes at a 'cere.
mony like the one held Sunday, is 
important. to the service men and. 
women, the participants said.' . . 
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. "It's kQl.d of a se~d-otI for the outgo
ing ·commanding officer and kind of .a. 
chance t<,> show your mettle .for the 
incoming commanding· officer. We 

. , · showed a little of that today," said Maj. 
. Glenn Gerichteri. · ,: . , · 

Tribune photos by Walter Kale ' 

A .M~rine ·carps band plays (top) as Col. Michael ·Henderson (above, left) ~re
sents Marine Air Control GroLip48's colors to Col. James Kratsas: · ... Mariiie Air Control Group 48 provides 

. commarid -3.nd ·control for :Marine a via-
•. 1 ·uon, specializing ·in close-air: support, ·reserve Marines-~t- 12 csites acr~~s the 

_., air traffic control, al.r defense' control · · · · com:iJry. · ., . · 
and radio.commuriications. " . . 'The Marine Corps; we .think,.is '."·•Locally, about .300 Marines. use the 

It is responsible for· the· training· of-. .. . a .. f-.mily_/ · · · ._ Sher_
1 
i_dap Reser\re:Cente_· r_as the_,ir b_ ase. · . 

seven squadrons ·and_ battalions of 
reservists_. The, group .also coordinates . Col. Michael Hendei:son .. ·., Henderson said he was proud of com- . 
the air command and-.control system of. munity outreac;}l programs that sencf 

. the 4th· Marine :Aircraft Wing, which . Marines to.area schools to tell young-'. 
'comprises ::i.dozen sites.' in nine states. . Herid." erson se~ved as' the commanding .. sters of possible opportunities that the 

•, .·· 

On Sunday, it was 'Col. Michael Hend- otlice __ r of Marin.· e A.ir Control Group 48 corj:is can PrQvide,· . " . ; . 
erson's turn to transfer the respoilsibil- . . . : . · since August 1995. It has been· a tumtil-. , : "The Marin'e Corps;.'we _think, is a 
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ity for. the group to Col. James Kratsas. · · · · 
"When it's wartime, it doesn't matter tuous time for corp·s members liere, ·.family;'' Henderscin said. 

what the.weather is: It's not easy to hold· marked by the cl?sing ofthei_i' prev_ious ·: · As he took the reins of the 'group; 
a weap'ori when .it's ':Vet, 1 ou~' [the sol- home base, ~lenview Naval Arr ~tatl~n_. .. Kratsas asked the service personnel and 
diers] are' well-trained and disciplined,'.' The control group now cans the Phil- guests for "your contiriued support' for 
. said Henderson, who is-bound for a 'post lip H. Sheridal) R~serve Center'ln· High-. our yeiy important missfon ... ·of serv-
as the deputy commander at -the· Naval .. · wood . its headq.µarters;: although it , i,ng and .protecting this gteatnation of. 
Space Command in. Virg~riia. · . includes alwut' 2,000, active duty and ours.'" ·. · · · · · 
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